Chapter Two
TYPES OF TUBERCULOSIS
TUBERCULOSIS is the term applied to a disease charac/
terized by special lesions which presents a variety of form and
type both as regards character of infection and clinical manifesta^
tions, and it differs materially from the acute specific fevers with
which it is to some extent classified for administrative purposes.
Whereas in the diseases constituting the latter group the infection
is of short duration, conforming except in degrees of severity to
uniformity of type and conferring a more or less permanent
immunity, tuberculosis, except in primary fatal infections, is
more frequently a chronic disease of varying duration which
may continue for years, or indeed throughout life.
The variation, in type and form which is characteristic of
tuberculosis presents a problem' of considerable epidemiological
importance and depends upon a number of factors, chief of which
are the origin of tfie'' bacillus, degree of susceptibility, the location
of gross lesions and the age of the individual when first infected.
ANATOMICAL DISTRIBUTION. The death/rates
from tuberculosis are broadly classified under tuberculosis (all
forms), and tuberculosis of the respiratory system. The detailed
classification of deaths from tuberculosis of various structures are
given by the Registrar General (See table on page 21.)
Reference to this table indicates that the progressive fall in
the death/rate from tuberculosis during the ten years 1926-1935
relate to all systems and structures involved, with the exception of
the genitourinary system. Here, although the death-rate is a low
figure, it is fairly uniform and it will be observed that the mor/
tality rate for 1935 was higher than that for 1926. The reason
for this is difficult of explanation. It is possible that the incidence
of the disease of this particular system is not favourably influenced
by improved environmental conditions and specific protection to
the same extent as tuberculosis involving other structures of the
body, and that the ultimate results of existing methods of treatment
of this condition are less favourable. It is well known clinically
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